the fellowing 1s copied fr%? Hislery and Sketches in lives

John L. Buller &«nd Bertha 4. Thurbsr his ulfe
sturted Jdan Feb 1936, Uden, Idaho

The sumaner ufter their mother's déath (april 21, 191%) John und
Horace got the agency for iceless refrigerators, and were in
Moptuna (at Sulte & Mlssoula) selling theam puart of the tleoe, re-
turned homs in the fell. ‘Yasylor was running our place wnlle John
was away. ‘That fall after thoe brothers raturned home bthsy took
thoir families for & fishing trip to ths lMagle Dam. Xknir lecauped
out one or twvo nights, had fun fishlng and eating the flsh. ©On our
xuy journey back howme we vers goipng over some bad rosds, John was on
& high ssat ln the wagon, driving apé holding & gun, the wagon struck
@ deep chuek hole, throwing him off his belance and he fell forward
to the ground, the polnt of the gun striking hin in the stomach., Tho
horses began running and tho he was hurt he heldé to tas linss and
stupped the tezwm. Horace coon arrives, as his cutfit vas not far
from us. Ge vwere soon on our way @giu fesl ing thenuful that the gun
had not discharged end thet ne great injury hud happened from the
accident.

Jehn's health began Talling end it soon becawme evident that there
vas scusthing very seriously wrong, he could not eccompllish his werk
and suftered internal psin. He finally consulted the Irs. Higgs
(~yer & Lee) of Soldier snd teok trestuents of them for awhile.
They did pot seem to understacd his trouble, end sent hiw, cr
recomuaended that he go to Salt Lake and consult Ir. Ealph nichards,
a speclalist in bludder trouble, He loft his houe and feaily. to

go to £alt Lake on Lec. 2, 1914. After thoro examinutlon and a

few days treatmont in the falt Lake Ciinic, lr. Richards told himd
he would have to undergo s serlicus cperation ¢f the bladder, sald
he hed seon a few such operations performed but would net undertake
this one but saild he uust go to the Mayo's in Kochester, Y%inn. as
that was tho very best place he knew of, and a 1ife as veluable as
his shoula have the very best. John wes surely discouraged vl th
conditions that faced him. His sister Sadie Richards &-husband

did &ll for him that tlisy could while there In &21t Lake. The
examinatione end treatments he had had Just secmed to meke nhis
suffering worse, ke took the train for bkochester, Minn., Ves
entirely wlone especlully while in Fochester.

Travellling on the train he was engrossed in his thots end suffering
s0 much that he dld not pauy any attentien to tiose sround him.
Finally, after several hours eof tihis, the thot came to him that he
was silck, he was golng aunong strengers und would be dependsnl upon
others to help him and the thing Tor him to do was to be frisndly
and make friends wilth thuse he net. He fing 1y looked up und around
and soon thoseogf&f him began showing interest end sympathy. He
scon mel some/people who were texing & lady (thelr slster) to the
Mayo's. They were a great help te him 2nd did a1 they could for
hiu while at the Xayos, as they were there for quite a wihlle,

At the Clinlc he was examined and cared for but they &ocined to
hesitate awbout an operation whlch was probably the only thing to
be done. His suffering continued to increarc, and he concluded
they should do somotiilng more, and had e talk with somne of the
doctors. They expressed thelr doubt as to the success of an oporatlion,
advised him to go howme, which he knew would be lumpuceibie thon,ss
helcould notl possibly survive very leng in his condition. ‘ihuy sald
only



only about 355 of cuses like hls lived thru the operatllion, and g

of those did not mmexixm recover, lHe told thewm he wanted them to

go shoud and operage, thot he would take the chance, there was
nothing else to be dong, and no better place for him to have 1t done.
o 1t was declded to go uhead and do vhat was necessary for his. They
gave him a systicopic exzmlnaticn to determine the exact trouble but
did not eperate for another week, Jan 8, 1915, His suflering was so
intense before the time of the operation, that it LOG iwwd he could
hardly endure the pain snd terrible spasms that cume {requently. Ths
nurses were very kind and did all they could to Pullbv him. The
morning of the operation he was taken to the operatlng room, there
vere many doctors grouped around and elevated In order to see the
operation as it would be an unususl ecase, As John started taking
the anesthetic he heard Ur. Braasch, the operating dector, begln to
give a lecture seying that this had bsen a veary inb”PU“th& case

and one that was not very conumon~--John would have liked to have
heard more but sseid ne was soon unconscicus, snd when he woke up

in his hospital bed hlis nurse, Mr. Byrnes, an Intern, was caring

for him. His condition was very serious for three days. He wuas

too weak to move, but recelved the very best of care and whesn the
erisis was over he gained strength very rapidly., In the opera-

tionn they had removed a tumor (Pap aloma) from near the nesck of

rihe bladder wnich was about ths size of en egg. The inclsion

was about elght inchies long reaching from his navel to hls pelvis
bone. His bladder hezled la fine shape, alsc the inclislon that

wes made. On the elghtn dsy the Ir. ssold he was ten deys anezd of
his ecase. 1 think he had to leave tiils hospital on the 8th day

on account of the crowded cenditlion. o muny sick poople came bo

be cared for, and as scon g cvne was vell enough te wove they

went to another place te stay & would comes to the Clinle to have

the necessary dresslngs nade. John could scsarcsly stand up to

dress himself. .He now r"irh&u 174 lbe., instead of 190 or Z00

as vas his usual welgnt. He huad some difficulty 1p ugiin sround
and helping himsell so much. Then was thetine hb/hu‘d“u a LUMjaﬂiUD
to care for him, as nurses & doclors were so buuy with others. He
had many friends who helped him & lot. He arrlved home and was
reunlted with us as his femily on Feb. 2, 1915, havinb bsen gone 8
wonths.

(The wbove coplied from pages 34-37 by & : shoad, I recall
mother saying thsy had wondered whether the acciuent wvhen the gun
polnt strucn him In the stomach had had anything to do with the
tumor. Our psrents never told us this tumor waes cancercus. Hrua
told me that father had told her mother, Aunt Zettie. Ths winter

cf 1927-28, father was spdin heving trouble, end went to falt Lake
agaln to tne ¢Clinic. He was advised he could heve surgery there, as
new techniques had busen developed, to remove the tumor, and it

vould not be as tryingan ordezl es the surgery he had had ZZ years
before. But he nelther had the money nor the deslire to undergo
surgery asgain, and he lived 10 wmore ysars, blouod polisioning from a
cut on hils thumb finally teking hle 1ife. In 1965, Jack told us

How father happened to tell him of hils experience at Hsyo's, and

how he had managed to still keep going 10 years after another tumor
had developed. I hope he can find time to write sone of his experiences
with father wien they worked clossly together on the farm at Hden.)
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