
--.... - Prom 1:. '1'. BuU.r _ Good1ng, Id.aOO - NoTember 1, 1m 
It " I.. 70 ,. ...... ago that .,. brother John and I set out to o~ to Idaho . He .. ae 

f ollowing ths sdvice of ouR father to go to I. DeW COlU\t ry whe" th.I"II .. ae plsnt,. o t 

J..nd and opportunit1e s for his famil,. . OUr fath.r had be.n prospeI"Ola in th. 

stock raiein& bueiDIItI~ but bad lol t hi. DIOne,. in the BuUe:r-8eck 1Iine. 

J ohn ij&d. bli. home era.. hil 1II1.lioD tiv. ,....... . Our t .ther .... i ll when 101m left t or 

hi. mil8ion and J ohn thought h •• houl.dn ' t 80 , but f a th.r .dd. ·Ye. , 80, but ..nen you 

OaDe back I w1l.1 be gone , but I .. ant 701.1 to lead out and take the f udlJ' to a new 

ClOUZltr)' . . Pirlt Jobn went to c.nada and put down .t.=8.t lIIOne,. 011 I. piec. ot land 01. .... 

.llberta . C.nad a . Hi. lIIODfI,. and eontraat ........ I"llturned with tha ex<lua. that ~ one 

. 11'1 W.. ahead of him. He wor ked at the I:1mberl,. IIine unt il the t iDe 0... for us to g.t 

readJ' for Idaho to scout f or I. .ettle,t.nent t or the tamilJ' . He boU3ht a o.autU'ul 

1II&tcbed te ... of ball,. tac. d Cl7deedale • . W. oalled th ... Prine. and Bally. He .180 

bought a ne .. co ... ered .. agon and bam.ea . 

w. l.ft on Friday, ." I think the 26th of March. I Ifaa 8 1" .. 1 proud. bo,. . not quite 

1) years old and t elt ... et')' important . I had hauled wood trom the mDlU\td ne and 

chopped 1t t or Mother , .nough to 1.,,1. her until we returned 1n the fall . It .. un' t 

.11&,. br ingin& wood out of thol. Mea !led Hills, OYlr dugwa,1 and rough roads. Gomer 

Richard. c .... with me one trip. Sadie Will atar1Dg with Moth.r tor ... bil. and o.:-r 

"aa looking for work. Job. were ... el7 s Carce and weaeh were POOr. 

I was thrilled about go1ng on this advent ure , though I hated to leave lIlY Mother 

and little brother with hie ham shovel tee th. Zetti. no .. bad EnDIl and OlDer John 

and ..ne n M. told u. £OOdh7 ahe .. aa reall, orpna: for ah. knew her fam:l.l,. woW.d soon 

.. gone- and I bad some relr"ta about not go1ng to z.. tti.'. anr IIIOre to tend tier , 
little ODe. , for ah. alwa,. had ,goodies to eat . nd the but root beer. John IlIIII'JTe"$<Uf 
waa • vel7 prosperous lIWlii and I thought of hiJp 8. be1ng vary wealthy . 

It .... on the 7th ot April when .... cro .. " the Idaho line and ... tal.ked about 

"today Carri. and Erin are to be 1II&l'l"1ed. . · 1'he 9th of April we got to the ..outh ot 

Oooe 'I Cre.k wh.re t he town of Burle y DO .. i, .nd John .dd , '."'thi. look. hke wonderful 

land. " th. I.g.brush WI. • • a big a3 amall t ree. . TOday that ie cons1dered the belt 

l and in Idaho. 

Other .. agone ot iDadp-anta had joined u. alOIl8 the ... ,. _ 9 .. agona 1n .11 . 

N" bekera and lAo and Ralph Pairbanks and ot hera . Lee .. al luob a eut up . The .... 

... 1 nevar I. dull moment w1th him around . J ohn had. bien hOlllU1cK tor hh .. 1t. ot 

2 ,.e&r. and hie 101I6s va .... 1....,.. 110 l o' ..... i e l< that I WI. • • olk bored at III)' ag.. M;y 

da,.. were livli.r with othar. 1n tha ccapenr . Lee p.1rbank. and I both lo.t our 
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hate in & high windl~~er Sh~bO~ Falls and it ~aa ~ lOng~ i1me ~rore !~got another 

lat. We parted CO"'P6l17 with IDOst of them i n aqe:nna.n ae John want.ed to go to 
• ..':::.<>.. ~-.J 

Bruneau to see J1m Giibert , b.is old triand of n.:.berle:r mne days. John had. picked 
,. .0 w J~ I , 

up. letter from Jim at Albion. We am11ed. at the wording . Jim wanted Jolin~to .c_ 
.~ _.. ..... ,.. . ~ , 

to Bruneau and he 8II.1d , " There are plenty of v ater and there a re plenty ot land." '!b;, re 
• > 

IOU a horrid twis ter tornado hit the town of Bruneau just u ..... vere out a wayl , 

but close enou)b that "e could See the twistAl r pullout big tress and blow away - , 
houses . OUr horsell and out1'ite were hit by :tlyina roCk8 and debrh unti6 we 

could hardly hold the horaes , 

w. spent & rev days etudying the projeo t a nd John relt it ... " too expensive . 

projejlt ItO .... turned. around and v ent to CIlIII/I.8 Prairie . We had heard about the Mennon 

Dixon Yamily when ..... V<!" in Hagerman . I t wu now May 13th when we got to Camas 

hai,Rie,and 8 blizzard ov"rtook lUI . The graea lOa" about a Coot high with thousands 

ot csttle trailil"!8 along, but beto .... the day wu oyer there was about a too t ot snow 

and aU these cattle. _re drirti"8 " ith the stol'lll . 

We headed t or Old Soldier . There ... e met a YO\lllg cowboy (Earl Person) and we 

asked how 10llj they had winter on CIUllaS Prairie . He smiled and said, "1 don 't know, 1 . 

hayS only been here 13 months . M We went to Ha11er s nd worked there tor about 2 we eb 

cleari"8 lend. 'lbe tiahi"8 ... as tine and 9s.gehena by the lOO ' s so we liyed high ort 

th e rat 01' the land . By now we tound that the blizzard had been verr gf!neral 80 

... efWent back to ea-s Prairie and. tound our .. lve9 knocking at the Dixon home . 'Ibia ..... 

a t Pir Grove. lie aaid he had a tamily ot boya a:nd was verr pleased when he tound 

that ... e"had some girle i n our t/llll11y . Bailey was at home on our lat . ... i 81 t and 

he became my bro t he r-in_la.... We were ~eijta ~ t riends . 

£·t"r 

John Joined a group 01' lDen ... h.a"t "'e1'(l to=1"8 the Twin Lakes Reservoir Co . They 

.ade arrangements to buy the Ale~ Syphers Twin Lake Ranch and that waa the starti"8 ot 

the Mannon Re ... rvoir . It was the t irs t atorll8e d"", in Idaho . 1 he l ped the eurve yQ 

or a ot the d ..... . I drove a s take every 100 tt. tor }4 milea tor what w .. "to be the 

reservoir . Alu S,..aers and Mr. Roach had bee n acoute toge ttier rears betoN . 1 

loved to hear tb_ talk and tell ot thei r earlier Qa;r experiences . It was a r are 

experience ror me a s I was a litt le pitcher with big eara . 

The ReserVoir Co . by peyil"!8 cash got the hay t ram the 'l'It1n ""akea Ranch • • _.had a 

\.....- big hanD!! job all 8U111l1er. Gocler Richarde CIUM up tor the 8UIIIlIer and when October 

came I went with Gocler to Shoshone where ... e took the train b~ to Sakt &aWe IC1ty . 

'Ib1s sho ... s how 1 started school late and quit early . Gocler helpe<!. me pick out a 

suit ot clothd' in Salt Lake and I went back to Richtield in pretty good "trIO! . '!he 



< - • 
kida I Ulled to t1&h t vi Ul _" all glad to II .. II1II . By this t t.e I WIl li &trona: aD1 

tough" and none or them ' •• r wanted to t1&ht with me anyDO ..... 110 .,. da,. • .nth ~ ~l'tf 
• - oJ 

whe Nl we we .... acing and bero .... _ went~ 
" _ _'1 -'-" 

noae were over • . By t he next spring .... ><no. 
• • 

John 1took Moth", r and .. 'and ' Berth'" ...nd 
.-

baby to See Grandmothe r Smith McGregor at Pa r-wan 

but tbat 1s another aton' , 


